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RENOW NED M ATHEM ATICIAN KICKS OFF PRESID ENT’S LECTURE SERIES 
MISSOULA -
The famous mathematician who invented the Game of Life screen saver in the 1960s 
will launch the 2000-2001 President’s Lecture Series Thursday, Sept. 7, at The University of 
Montana.
Princeton University Professor John Horton Conway will discuss “Making Knots 
Dance: The Fascinating Mathematics of Ravelled Ropes” starting at 8 p.m. in the University 
Theatre. The lecture is free and open to the public. From 4:10 to 5 p.m. that afternoon 
Conway will conduct a faculty seminar titled “The Mysterious Arithmetic of Integral 
Lexicographic Codes.” The seminar, to be held in Room 203 of the James E. Todd Building, 
will be preceded at 3:30 p.m. by a social.
One of the world’s foremost mathematicians, Conway has done original work on 
number theory, game theory, coding theory, filing and new number systems. He invented the 
system of surreal numbers and the more down-to-earth Doomsday Algorithm, a rule for 
determining the day of the week of any given date. His Game of Life screen saver began as a 
set of rules for generating patterns of activated cells in a grid that create “fascinating and 
sometimes mesmerizing behavior of squares on a computer screen,” according to Mark Kayll, 
a UM mathematics associate professor.
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Kay 11 describes the math department’s mood as “feverish, giddy, exuberant” in 
anticipation of Conway’s visit.
“Along with deep insight, Conway brings infectious enthusiasm to his mathematical 
pursuits,” Kayll said. “His lectures this fall ... are eagerly anticipated.”
Conway was educated at Cambridge University and taught mathematics there before 
joining Princeton University in 1986. He is now Princeton’s John von Neumann Professor of 
Mathematics. He also is a fellow of the Royal Society and a recipient of the London 
Mathematical Society’s Polya Prize. In 1998 he won the Frederic Esser Nemmers Prize in 
Mathematics from Northwestern University. This year he won the Steele Prize in Mathematical 
Exposition from the American Mathematical Society.
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